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As of 7/1/02-12/23/03

The University of California continues to maintain its extremely high ranking among the pre-eminent Universities in the world. Cal Athleticsis
committed to fielding athletic programs equal in stature to the University’ s academic prominence. Our Athletic Development staff and Bear Backer
volunteers are on amission to make Cal Athletic among the strongest programsin the country. To achieve that mission, we strive to provide the best
coaches, the best venues, and the best possible experience for all of Cal’ s student-athletes. By becoming a Bear Backer, alumni and friends join uson
our mission of building championsin the community, in the classroom and in competition.

TheBullpen Clubisateam of Bear Backerswho specifically donateto and fundraisefor Cal Baseball. Thisgroup of donorsispassionate about making
surethat Cal Baseball isfinancially and emotionally supported on their road to a national championship. Their contributions assure that Cal Baseball
student-athletes have an all-around, positive experience at Cal.

For aslittle asa$100.00 donation to Cal Baseball, you can be apart of the Bullpen Club. Enjoy pre and postgame receptions at the Haas Club Room
with head coach David Esquer, his staff, the 2004 team, and friends of Cal Baseball. For more information, please call (510) 642-2427.
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David
ESQUER

Head Coach
Fifth Season

' David Esquer, entering hisfifth season

%f g asthe head coach of the Californiabase-
: ball program, definitely has the Golden
Bears heading in a positive direction as Cal has had three consecutive
winning seasonsfor thefirst timesincethelate eighties. At age 38, Esquer
istheyoungest coachinthe Pac-10 and hasamassed acareer record of 116-
107, including leading the Bears to the 2001 NCAA Regional and being

namedthe 2001 Pac-10 Coachof the Y ear. Hisfirstrecruiting classin2001 |, §

is now a group of seasoned veterans, and his 2004 freshman class is
considered the nation’ s fifth-best in Baseball America.

Duringthe2001 season, Cal finished 34-25 overall, but moreimportantly
theBearsadvancedtoaNCAA Regional for thefirsttimesince 1995. Cal’s
34 winsin 2001 werethemost single season victoriessince 1992 when the
Bears placed seventh at the College World Series. Now Esquer hasCal in
the running for a postseason berth, year in and year out, and has built a
program approaching ahigh level of successon aregular basis.

In Esquer’s tenure, Cal also has had 17 players sign professional
contracts, including Conor Jackson, who in 2003 was drafted in the first
round by the Arizona Diamondbacks — the Bears' third, first round pick

David Esquer has been
involved in nine NCAA
Regionals, two College
World Series and one
National Championship
during his playing and
coaching career at
Stanford, Pepperdine
and Cal.

116-107 (.520)

inschooal history. Alsoin Esquer’ sfour years, Cal hashad two playersearn
All-Americahonors (Jackson in 2003, Xavier Nady in 2000), five players
named All-Pac-10and numerousotherslisted asPac-10 honorablemention.
Every oneof Esquer’ sfull-timeposition playershasbeen drafted and gone
on to play professional baseball aswell. Academically, the Bears had an
impressive 11 playerssel ectedtothe2003 Pac-10 All-Academic Teamand
Cal had a cumulative team GPA of 3.0.

Not abad effort for the league’ s youngest coach, who has put together
an outstanding coaching staff that hasbroughtinfiveimpressiverecruiting
classes. Esquer and hisstaff of pitching coach Dan Hubbsand hitting coach
Ron Witmeyer have been involved in 17 NCAA Regionals, four College
World Series and three National Championships as either players or
coaches. With the addition of volunteer assistant coach Matt Priess and
student assistant Jason Dennis, all of Esquer’s 2003 staff has played
Division | baseball and gone on to compete in the professional ranks.

Esquer became only the 10th coachin Cal baseball history when hewas
named head coach of the Bears on June 10, 1999, replacing longtime Cal
mentor Bob Milano. Esquer came to Berkeley after serving as the top
assistant at Pepperdine from 1996-99. Prior to working at Pepperdine, he
was the No. 2 assistant coach at Stanford from 1991-96.

At Pepperdine Esquer wasthe program’ schief recruiting coordinator as
well astheteam’ s hitting instructor, infield coach and handler of thethird
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base coaching duties. During histhreeseasonswiththe Waves, Pepperdine
compiled a cumulative record of 112-63 (.640). Esquer has also tutored
some of the nation’ stop fielding teams. Cal’s 2000 squad was one of the
nation’s best with a .974 team fielding percentage and Pepperdine was
ranked inthe Top 10 infielding percentage histhree seasonsthere. During
Esquer’ ssix-year coaching stint at Stanford the Cardinal compiled a 222-
142 (.610) record and advanced to the NCAA Tournament five times,
including atrip to the College World Seriesin 1995.

A shortstop at Stanford from 1984-87, Esquer was a starter on the
Cardinal’ s1987 College World Series championship team. Heearned all-
tournament honorsafter hitting.350withsix RBI in Omaha. Heal so earned
All-Pac-10 Southern Division honorsasasenior, batting .318 with 41 RBI
and 16 stolen bases. Esquer went on to play professional baseball for four

Dan
HUBBS

Assistant Coach
USC, 1993
Fifth Season

A hugekey to Cal’ shaseball successis
the work of Golden Bear pitching coach
Dan Hubbs. Since Hubbsjoined the Cal staff in 2000, Bear pitchers have
regularly produced team ERAs that are among the lowest in the Pac-10,
including a2001 ERA of 4.29, Cal’ slowest team ERA since 1989. Alsoin
2001, the Bears won 34 games, advanced to a NCAA Regiona and

seasons with the Baltimore Orioles, California Angels and Milwaukee
Brewers organizations.

Esquer was a three-sport star and class valedictorian at Palma High
School in Salinas, CA. He was tabbed the “ Athlete of the Year” at Palma
High School after being named team captainand MV Pinbaseball, footbal |
and basketball.

Esquer earned abachel or’ sdegreein economicsand amaster’ sdegreein
sociology from Stanford in 1987. Hiswife, Lynn, isaformer professor at
Pepperdine in the graduate school of education and psychology, and is
currently an assistant clinical professor in psychology at Cal. The Esquers
residein Moragawiththeir daughter, Gabrielle, born July 3, 2002, and son,
Xavier, born December 22, 2003.

o N P
established a school record with 422 team strikeouts. Hubbs has hel ped
produced the Pac-10 saveleader, Matt Brown (eight) in 2001, the school’ s
career strikeout leader, Trevor Hutchinson (284) in 2002, and hasseen seven
of his pitchers sign professional baseball contracts.

A former standout at USC, Hubbs, 33, joined Cal after an outstanding
college pitching career for the Trojans (1990-93) and a seven-year minor
league career with the Los Angeles Dodgers and Philadelphia Phillies. In
1999 heofficialy retired asaplayer tojointheBears' coaching staff. Hubbs
had previousexperienceasthepitching coach of the'Y akimaBears(ashort-
seasonsingleA minor leagueDodger affiliatein'Y akima, Wash.) and assi sted
Pepperdine during the 1999 season.

Hubbs' professional career highlights include finishing second in the
Dodger organization with 126 strikeouts in 1994. In 1996, he went a

combined 16-1 between AAA Albuquerque (7-1) and LaRomana(9-0) of
the Dominicanwinter league, and wasnamed to Basebal | America’ sWinter

@ 2004 California Golden

Bear Baseball 5




g % e o
LeagueAll-Star Team. Hubbsled the Pacific Coast L eaguein appearances
in 1997, taking the mound 62 timesin a 144 game season. Hefinished his
career witha27-16 record withninesavesand a3.75 ERA. In427 innings,
Hubbs struck out 436 while walking only 172.

At USC, Hubbs helped lead the Trojans to the Pac-10 titlein 1991 and
NCAA Regional appearancesinthreeof hisfour years(1990,91,'93). He
finished hiscareer at USCwitha19-13recordanda3.58 ERA. Asasenior,
Hubbs led the nation in saves with 18 and was tops on the Trojans’ squad
with 90 strikeouts and a 2.96 ERA in 76.0 innings.

After the’ 93 season, Hubbswas named first team All-American by The
Sporting News, second team All-American by Collegiate Baseball and the
CollegeBaseball Writersandthirdteam All-American by Basebal | America.
Hewasalso afirst team All-Pac-10 pick and an All-District 8 second team
selection. During the 1993 NCAA Central |1 Regional in Austin, Texas,
Hubbswassel ected totheall-tournament team. Against Cal StateFullerton,
he earned asave in thefirst game, striking out five battersin two innings,
and pitched 8.0relief inningsinthesecond gameto pick upthewin (allowing
just one run on four hits and awalk while striking out seven).

OntheUSC career list Hubbsisthirdin career saves(22), sixthincareer
strikeoutsper nineinnings(9.19), ninthin career appearances(81) and 11th
in career strikeouts (254).

Hubbs earned abachelor’ sdegreein financefrom USCin 1993. Heand

hiswife, Alison, residein Richmond and havetwo sons, Patrick (three) and
Charlie(one).

¥
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Ron
WITMEYER

Assistant Coach
Stanford, 1989
Fourth Season

Entering his fourth season as Cal’'s
third base and hitting coach is Ron
Witmeyer, a former standout player at Stanford and a member of the
Oakland A’s. In 2001, Witmeyer joined up with his former Cardinal
teammateand current Gol den Bear head coach, David Esquer, andinhisfirst
season helped Cal to a NCAA Regional appearance in Baton Rogue,
Louisiana.

Behind Witmeyer’ stutel age, the Bearshad thetop two hittersinthe Pac-
10in2002, with John Baker and Conor Jackson producing batting averages
of .383 and .382, respectively. Last season, Jackson improved his batting
averageto .388 and was afirst round draft pick of the Arizona Diamond-
backs.

Witmeyer cameto Cal after afour-year stint as head baseball coach at
City College of San Francisco from 1997-2000. His best season at CCSF
wasin 1999 when the Ramswent 23-18. While at the San Francisco junior
college, Witmeyer had one player drafted and 21 players go on to play
baseball at four-year schools. Prior to CCSF, Witmeyer and Esquer were
both members of the Stanford coaching staff in 1996.

A three-year letterman at first base for the Cardinal, Witmeyer played
at Stanford from 1986-88, helping the Cardinal to back-to-back College
World Seriestitlesin 1987 and 1988. Esquer and Witmeyer wereteammates
on Stanford’s 1987 squad, and then in 1988 Witmeyer was both an All-
NCAA Regional and an All-CollegeWorld Seriessel ection. Hewent onto
play six yearsinthe Oakland A’ sorgani zation, earning CaliforniaL eague
All-Star accoladesin 1990 and was called up to themajor leaguesin 1991.

Witmeyer earned abachel or’ sdegreein sociol ogy from Stanfordin 1989
and went on to earn a master’s degree in health, physical education and
recreation from Saint Mary’sin 1999. He and hiswife, Marianne, reside
in Piedmont with sons L uke (six), Clay (four), and Tommy, born June 30,
2003.

PRIESS

Volunteer Assistant Coach
Cal Poly, 2001
First Season

Joining the Bearsthis season asavol-
unteer assistant coachwill beMatt Priess,
aformer standout catcher at Cal Poly, and amember of the San Francisco
Giants organization.

With extensive baseball experience asboth aplayer, and acoach, Priess
will be assisting the Cal staff with pitching, hitting and catching, plus all
other aspects of the game. Most recently, he was the assistant baseball
coach at Cuesta College from 2001-03, helping histeam to Western State
Conferencetitlesin 2002 and 2003, and athird-place Californiastatefinish
in 2002.

Priesswas al so the head coach of the San L uis Obispo Blues, asummer
semi-pro team that placed third at the National Baseball Congress World
Seriesin 2002, and is slated to be the head coach of the Anchorage Bucks
in the Alaska L eague this coming summer. He was a graduate assi stant at
Cal Poly during the 2000-01 season as well, helping work with the
Mustangs' hitters and catchers.

A four-year starter at catcher at Cal Poly, Priess earned All-Big West
Conference honorsin 1997, batting .355 with 11 home runs and 55 RBI.
He went on to play four seasons of professional baseball for the San
Francisco Giants, with stopsin Salem, Oregon; Bakersfield; San Jose and
Shreveport, Louisiana.

Priessearned abachel or’ sdegreeingeneral engineeringfromCal Polyin
2001, andiscurrently pursuing amaster’ sdegreein health and kinesiology
from the University of Texas-Tyler.

CAL TURF CREW
= 1

BACK ROW (from left): Tory Merritt, Nick Cole, Miguel Vasquez.
FRONT ROW: Mark Lucas, Dan Alvarado, Tavi Rodriguez,
Tim Vigil.

SUPPORT STAFF

Stephan Shakiba
Baseball Administrative Assistant
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Senior right fielder
Brian Horwitzis a
leading returner for
the Golden Bears
after batting .347 and
tying a school-record
with eight RBI
against Texas-Pan
America last season.
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Senior ChrisGrossman was
one of 10 semifinalistsfor the 2003
Johnny Bench Award asthe nation’s
top collegiate catcher.

GOLDEN BEARS A
COMBINATION OF EXPERIENCE
AND YOUTH IN 2004

The 2004 Californiabaseball teamjust might havethe perfect blend of
experience and youth to get the Golden Bears back into postseason
play this season. With the combination of several experienced
veterans and afreshman classthat isranked thefifth-best in the nation by
Baseball America, Cal couldvery well vieforitsfirst NCAA Regional berth
since 2001.

The Bears, ranked 26th in Baseball America’s Top-50 Preseason Poll,
featureasenior classthat includesright-hander M att Brown, right fielder
Brian Horwitz and shortstop Jeff Dragicevich —all major contributors
asfreshmenwhen Cal playedinthe2001 NCAA Regional inBaton Rogue,
Louisiana. Addedtothisgroup of Bear seniorsiscatcher ChrisGrossman,
who had a breakout season last year, batting .341 with 16 doubles, eight
homerunsand45RBI, leadingtheBearsinhits(72), doublesandtotal bases
(112). Duringtheyear, he had two game-tying homeruns, agame-winning
homerunversusL oyolaMarymount and agame-winning RBI singleinthe
12th inning versus UC Irvine. Grossman was al so one of 10 semifinalists
for the Johnny Bench Award as the nation’s top collegiate catcher.

Brown, whowasdraftedinthe29th round by the Chicago Cubslast June,
struggled abitin 2003, going 4-8, but has 12 winsand 14 career savesunder
his belt and should be one of the Pac-10’"stop hurlers. Horwitz, drafted in
26th round by the Oakland A’s, batted .347 last season and had several
impressive performances, including tying a school record with eight RBI
(4-for-4, 2B, 2-HR) against Texas-Pan American. Heal so produced agame-

1+, |
winning RBI against Nebraska and agame-winning home run versus San
Jose State. Dragicevich has been Cal’s starting shortstop the past three
yearsand ownsa.294 career batting average, including hitting .326 versus
Pac-10 competitionin 2003. Grossman, Horwitz and Dragicevichwereall
named honorable mention All-Pac-10.

Threemoreveteran playerswho should again contributearejunior right-
hander Jesse I ngram, junior right-hander Mike Padgett and junior first
basemanJamesHolder . Ingramhasproventobeavaluablereliever, going
5-2 asaredshirt freshman and 2-3with el ght saves| ast season—the second-
most single-season saves in Cal history. Padgett, a transfer from the
University of Portland, pitched well towards the end of last year and
finished 5-3 with a 3.43 ERA. Holder held down the first base duties for
the Bearsin 2003, hitting .305 with 15 doubles, six homerunsand 38 RBI.

Cal also showcasesalargeclassof 16 newcomersin2004—with 6-6, 190-
pound left-handed outfielder/first baseman Brennan Boesch; 6-2, 175-
pound catcher Garrett Bussiere; 6-5, 210-pound left-handed pitcher Case
Dahlen; 6-1, 195-pound switch-hitting outfielder Chris Errecart and 6-3,
175-pound right-handed pitcher Brandon Morrow —all earning mentionin
Baseball America as some of the nation’s top freshmen.

Asasenior at Harvard-Westlake High School, Boesch was a preseason
All-AmericaninBasebal | Americaand went ontohit.490with sevenhome
runs, earning All-CIF Southern Section honors. Bussiere batted .471 with
threedoubles, atriple, six homerunsand 26 RBI asasenior at Northglenn
High School in Northglenn, Colorado, earning first team All-State honors
and was drafted in the 14th round by the Milwaukee Brewers last June.

Dahlenwasselected theNo. 4 prospect inthe country in Perfect Game's
Top 100 Class of 2003 Prospects before suffering an injury to his left
shoulder. At the plate he still batted .433 with eight home runs and 32
RBI asasenior, earning LosAngeles TimesAll-Regionand All-Bay
League honors for Peninsula High School. In 2003, Errecart

batted .531 with 12 home runs, 41 RBI and 20 stolen bases,

earning both league and all-areaMV P honors, aswell asall-
stateand Collegiate Baseball All-Americaaccolades, for Lin-
coln High School in Stockton.

Morrow was animpressive 9-2 with a0.61 ERA, and had 84 strikeouts
in63.0inningslast spring at Rancho CotateHigh School . Hewasfirst team
all-league and first team All-North Coast Section, and was drafted in the
40th round by the Anaheim Angles last June.

“Wehaveagreat mix of veteran playersandyoungtalent,” said Bear coach
David Esqguer, the 2001 Pac-10 Coach of the Y ear whoisentering hisfifth
season. “This is the most experienced team | have ever had at Cal, and
combined with our talented freshman class, thisis also the team with the
most depth.”

Cal has severa other players who will be counted on to be major
contributors, and the kind of season these players produce will go along
ways in determining whether or not the Bears make postseason.

On the mound, Cal returns juniors Kyle Crist, Joe Todor off, Travis
Talbott and sophomore Adam Gold — all capable of either starting or
pitching inlong relief. Crist hasthe potential to be one of the Bears' Pac-
10 starters, throwing in the low 90s with an array of breaking pitches.
Todoroff isalsoapossibleweekend starter after going 5-2witha4.64 ERA
last season. Talbott has established himself asone of Cal’ stop | eft-handed
relievers, producing a3-1record withasaveand a4.33 ERA in 2003. Gold
will also be counted on to be a key member of the pitching staff after
throwing extremely well in the final Pac-10 series against Stanford and
finishing with a3.38 ERA.

The Bears have numerous position players who will be counted on for
increased productivity as well. Sophomore infielder Allen Craig was
extremely impressivelast year until afractured | eft wrist against Washing-
ton State curtailed his play. Craig, who is slated to start at third base, hit
ahomeruninhisfirst collegiate at bat and started the season on a12-game
hitting streak, including a grand slam versus Loyola Marymount.

Juniors David Nicholson and Justin Nelson are two more returning
starters from 2003. Nicholson, who started 53 games at second base, has
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led Cal instolen basesthel ast twoyears. Hehasa.293 career batting average
and, with his speed, has the potential to be one of the Pac-10’s top lead-
off hitters. Nelson started 40 gamesin left field in 2003 and hasthe talent
tobeoneof theleague’ stopleft-handed power hitters. Hehad athreehome
run game against Oregon State last year and finished the season with nine
doubles, two triples, nine home runs and 32 RBI.

Other key returnees for the Bears will be senior outfielder David
Weiner, junior infielder/catcher M att Einspahr and sophomore out-
fielder Jeremy Burchett. Weiner isaleft-handed speedster who has  /
been slowed by injuries throughout his college career, but is now
healthy and isin contention for starting dutiesin center field. Hehas
acareer .285batting averagewith 17 doubles, four triples, eight home
runs, 48 RBI and 22 stolen bases. Einspahr has the ability to catch
and play any position in the infield. He hit extremely well in fall
practiceand notched two homerunsinthefall alumni game. Burchett
isalsointhethick of theracefor starting dutiesin the Cal outfield
after starting 23 gamesin center field last year, hitting .248 with
nine doubles, ahome run and 14 RBI. He can be utilized as :
acloser on the mound with afastball in the low 90s.

Four additional newcomerswho could makeanimme-
diateimpact are sophomoretransfer Camer on Johnson
andfreshmen Jor dan K ar nofsky, Josh Satinand Travis
Howell. Johnson is a left-hander from Berkeley who transferred from
Brown University wherehewas second team All-Ivy L eague, batting .276
with20RBI. Heisa sointherunningfor startingdutiesintheBears’ outfield
and can beutilized asareliever. Karnofsky, aleft-handed hitting infielder
from Christian Brothers High School in Sacramento, has been impressive
at the plate during fall practice and could step in and be Cal’ s designated
hitter. Satinisatal ented middleinfielder withimpressivecredential sfrom
Harvard-Westlake High School, while Howell, a6-3, 215 pounder from
LosGatosHigh School, will join Garrett Bussiere asthe Bears' back-up
catchersto senior Chris Grossman.

" CAL BY POSITIONS
" PITCHING

Asaways, abigkey in the Bearsadvancing to a
NCAA Regional this
\J season will be the
performance of
the pitching staff.
The Cal coaching
staff feel stherearesev-
eral potential starters,
but players’ roles will be
determined as the season
progresses.
Senior M att Brown has
shownhecanthriveinany
role assigned,
possessing out-
standing control
to go along with
animpressivear-
ray of pitches. He
is a big right-hander
(6-5, 230 pounds) who
throws afastball in the low
90s and has an effective
knucklecurve. Brownisalso
a proven winner, being
namedseriesMV Pafter lead-
| ing histeamtothe American
Legion World Seriestitlein
thesummer of 2000, whilehe

Z

Junior Jesse Ingram had eight
saves and 49 strikeoutsin 50.7

Senior right-hander Matt Brown, with
12 career winsand 14 career saves, will
again be counted on to lead the

Bears on the mound.

Junior Mike
Padgett, a crafty,
right-hander who
picked up key wins
last year, isslated to
beanother starter for

Cal, but can also uti-
lized asareliever. Padgett, who throwswith athree-
quarter delivery, finished 2003 with a5-3 record and a
3.43ERA, recording Pac-10winsover UCLA and Wash-
ington.

Four more projected starters are junior right-handers
KyleCrist and Joe T odor off, sophomore Adam Gold and
true freshman Brandon Morrow. Crist and Todoroff have

both shown flashes of brilliance in the past and are ready to
become consistent Pac-10 starters. Crist hasgood command of
hisfastball, curve, slider and change-up. Todoroff throwsinthe
upper 80s with four pitches - fastball, curve, slider and change-
up. If Todoroff and Crist are not used in astarting role, they could
be utilized aslong relievers.

Goldthrowsinthehigh80swithaslider and change-up. Hepitched
mostly inrelief last year, making 15 appearanceswith a3.38 ERA,

but has been impressive in preseason practice. The Cal coaches are
extremely high on freshman Morrow, who throws in the low 90s with a
slider, change-up and split finger fastball, and couldimmediately beone of
the Bears' weekend starters.

Oneof theBears' |eadersout of thebullpenwill bejunior Jesselngram,
who has established himself as a top reliever with nine career saves,
including eight saveslast season. Ingram, who also hasthe ability to start
and has been one of Pac-10 leaders in appearances the last two seasons,
throwsinthelow 90swithasolid curveball. Junior TravisTalbottisCal’s
top left-handed reliever, throwing in the mid-80s from a variety of arm
angles.

Seniors Blake Read and Aaron Swick, juniors Brent Hale, Matt
Swanson and Alec Harris could also play important roles for the Bears
thisseason. Read hasgiven Cal several goodinningsinhiscollegecareer as
a spot reliever and is coming off a successful summer in the San Diego
Prospects L eague. Swick isa6-6 right-hander who hasthe ability to bean
effectivereliever withaslider, curveball and change-up. Hale, who throws
in thelow 90s with a sharp-breaking curve ball, has the tools to be one of
Cal’s starters and had 19 strikeouts in 23.3 innings last season. Swanson
isa6-7 right-hander who has only made 11 appearancesin two years, but
is2-0with 17 strikeoutsin26.3innings. Harrisisa6-5junior collegetransfer
from San Diego Mesa JC, where he had seven savesand a1.17 ERA asa
sophomore.

Two more players who could help the Bears are sophomore Alex
Trafton and redshirt freshman Greg Acheatel. Trafton has only pitched
oneinningfor Cal duetoastressfractureinhiselbow sufferedinhighschool,
but throwsinthehigh 80sand could contributeif healthy. Acheatel throws
in the mid-to-high 80swith afastball, curveball and change-up.

The Bears have four freshman who could immediately figure in the
pitching scheme — left-handers Case Dahlen, Kevin Barnum and Nick
Kaufman, and right-hander Alex Rollin. Dahlen and Barnum (Laguna
HillsHigh School) boththrow inthemid-80swith effectivebreaking pitches
and could seeaction aseither starter or relievers. Kaufman, from Palisades

> was aCape Cod League All- | HighSchool, will beutilized out of thebullpen, whileRollin, from LosGatos
innings for Cal last season. Star in 2002. High School, throwsinthemid-to-high 80sand could either start or relieve.
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CATCHING

Senior catcher Chris Grossman is slated for starting duties
behind thepl ateafter having an outstanding 2003 season. Grossman | -
earned the team’s George Wolfman Award as the most improved
player, hitting .341 overall and .348 against Pac-10 competition. He
alsowasimproved defensively, throwing out 18 baserunnersandfinishing
with a.989 fielding percentage.

TheBearswill havetwotal ented freshman catchersto back up Grossman
—Garrett Bussiereand TravisHowell. Selected in the 14th round by the
Milwaukee Brewers, Bussiere wasthe highest draft pick of any of the Cal
freshman after hitting .471 as a senior in high school. Howell was also a
talented high school hitter, batting .510 with 10 home and a.933 slugging
percentageasasenior. BothBussiereand Howell areal so capablereceivers,
and should be solid defensive replacements for Grossman.

Junior M att Einspahr isalsoready to handlecatching dutiesafter making
three starts behind the plate last season. Einspahr’s ability to catch gives
the Bears additional flexibility with their line-up. Another catcher on the
Cal roster isjunior Ben Liepman, whowill beutilized primary asabullpen
catcher this year.

2 2

INFIELD

The Cal infield should be strong for the 2004 season with starters
returning at every position. The Bears also have severa true
freshmen with the ability to step in and immediately see playing
time.

Cal returnsjunior JamesHolder, aleft-handed throwing, a -

right-handed hitting first baseman. Holder came into his

ownlast season, starting 39 gamesat first base, batting .305
with a .427 on-base percentage. Other first base candidates include
freshmen standoutsBr ennan Boesch, ChrisErrecart, Jordan K ar nofsky
and Mike Van Winden — all talented |eft-handed batters. Boesch and
Errecart are also vying for spots in the Bears outfield, while
Karnofsky and
Van Winden can
play otherinfield po-
sitions. Van Winden,
fromJustin-SienaHigh
School in Napa, im-
pressed the Cal coaches
with his hitting during

fall practice.
Junior David Nicholson
returnsafter starting 53 of 55games
at second baselast season, hitting .283
overall and .310 versus Pac-10 compe-
tition. Freshmanmiddleinfielder Josh
Satin coulda sobeintherunning for
second basedutiesafter hitting .478
with10homerunsasahigh school
senior.

At shortstop, Cal returns
senior Jeff Dragicevich,who
is one of the most experi-
enced middle infieldersin
. the conference with 161
A career starts. Dragicevich
' is a solid at the plate,

).

,{- hittingover .300against
p A% Pac-10competitionin
g each of his three

years. Defen-
sively, he has

goodrangewith
Junior first baseman James

Holder hit .305 with 15 doubles,
six home runs, 38 RBI in 2003.

Y
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a strong, accurate arm. Satin and freshman Brett
Munster, could also provide depth for the Bears at
shortstop. Munster hit .370 as a senior and was a
member of aChatsworth High School team that

5 ™

e

Senior shortstop Jeff Dragicevich has
hit over .300 against Pac-10 competition
in each of the past three seasons.

finished 33-1andwonthe2003 national high
school championshipin Dodger Stadium.
Sophomoreinfielder Allen Craigis
the frontrunner to start at third base
/ , after starting 23 games at short-
/ stop as atrue freshman last sea-
g sonfor aninjured Conor Jackson.
Eventhough Craigended upmiss-
ing 17 games|ast year dueto afrac-
tured left wrist, he was impressive
J when healthy, starting the season
{  with a 12-game hitting streak and
finishing with seven doubles, two
- home runs, 16 RBI and a .285
— average.
\ \ Junior Matt Einspahr isan-
-~ other strong candidatetostartin
" \ the Bears' infield. Einspahr is
,  oneof theteam’ sbest defen-
. sive players and has hit
~. Wwell over the summer
— andfall seasons. He
N \ started seven
games at
-, third base
) - lastyear
- and had
anoutstanding seriesat UCLA. Redshirt freshman Stephen Carlson could
also be in the running for playing time. Carlson is a switch hitter with
impressive credentials out of Seattle Prep in Washington.
OUTFIELD

Cad’s outfield should have plenty of depth, with several players with
starting experience returning, in addition to standout freshman recruits.

Junior Justin Nelson isaleading candidate to bethe Bears' |eft fielder
after 40 starts last season, but will be challenged by freshman Chris
Errecart. The left-handed Nelson has shown the ability to be a top
collegiatepower hitter with 17 career homerunsand 54 career RBI. Errecart,
extremely impressiveinfall practice, isasolid fielder and talented switch
hitter. SophomoreRobert Nesbitt could also providedepthinleftfield for
Cal.

Senior David Weiner and sophomores Jeremy Burchett and
Cameron Johnson are in atight battle for starting center field duties.
Weiner had an outstanding freshman season in 2000, batting .306 with
12 stolen bases and was honorable mention All-Pac-10. He sat out the
2001 seasonfollowingleft shoulder surgery, batted .279in 2002 and hit
.296 in 11 games last season. Burchett started 23 gamesin center field
in 2003 and has played well infall practice, while Johnsonisatalented
left-handed hitter with astrong arm. Both Burchett and Johnson can be
utilized asrelief pitchers as well.

Senior Brian HorwitzistheBears' topright fielder with good speed and
anoutstandingarm. Horwitzwasstellar asafreshmanin 2001, establishing
anew school record with a23-game hitting streak and playing well at the
NCAA South Regional. Last season, he was again impressive, finishing
second on the team with a .347 average and batting .379 against Pac-10
competition.

Other potential right fielders for Cal include freshmen Brennan
Boesch and Taylor Grigsby. Boesch, atalented | eft-handed hitter who
was impressive in fall practice, could be utilized in the Bears' line-up
right away, either as an outfielder, first baseman or designated hitter.
Grigshy isalsoincontentionfor playing timeintheoutfield after hitting
.391 and earning second team All-CIF as a senior at Brentwood High
School in Los Angeles.
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